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belong to the faith. But here the enemy seeks to strike us on the sorest place,
and the less successful he is and the more casualties he sustains, the more cruel
and shameless he becomes. Even before this there was no lack of proof of the
barbaric and monstrous nature of these bestial animals, decked in the vestments
of defenders of religion. It is well to remember at this point that none other than
these same fascists gave out the slogan of UA Crusade against Russia". And lo!
the full cycle of their nightmare crimes is visible to the civilized world. These
"crusaders" drop bombs from their planes on Easter night, on the greatest night
of the year for Christians the world over,
The message just received by us from the Acting Patriarch, the Metropolitan
Sergius, was read at the Easter Liturgy. 1 read it in the Nikolsky Cathedral, in
the other churches it was read by the priests in charge. In this Easter message
the Metropolitan Sergius speaks especially strongly of the base acts and plans of
fascist Germany "'which has dared to take as its banner the pagan swastika
instead of the Cross of Christ". This is not the first time that the Metropolitan
Sergius has borne witness, in the name of the Church, to the fact that the
fascists and their bloodstained leader Hitler are savage enemies of Christianity,
and that he deepens the conviction of believers that there can be no agreement
between these bestial degenerates of the human race and Christians without a
betrayal of Christ,
After the recently experienced horror of aerial bombardment of the town,
these words of Metropolitan Sergius fell on exceptionally fruitful soil The
fascists themselves can scarcely measure properly the degree of hatred for them,
which they have increased out of all proportion by that night of unheard-of
insults which they heaped on Christian religious feeling.
It is worthy of note that this year, exactly on Easter day, falls the 700th
anniversary of the famous battle on the Ice, when the Russians, led by Prince
Alexander Nevsky, smashed the Germans at Lake Quid. This significant
anniversary gives, not only us but also our enemies, plenty of food for thought
and conclusions to be drawn therefrom. As their strength was broken then by
the stubbornness and skill of the Russian forces, so today the time when their
strength will be finally crushed is not far off, A pledge of this is our confidence
in our victory, a feeling which at this Eastertide arises in the soul with special
force for it is plain to all thinking people: at the same time as our enemies go
forward in the name of personal gain, of greed, of thirst, we go forward .to
uphold world-wide principles and ideals, the manifold prosperity of nations, to
give freedom and life'to those oppressed and suffering under the heel of the
fascist slave masters.
With us are, as we see, history and our moral strength, which is as great in
the Russian people and Russian Army as it was 700 years ago.
ALEXIS,
Leningrad, 9 April, 7942,              *                    Metropolitan of Leningrad.
Thursday in Easter Week.